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Bulgaria, borders on the marvellous.     We read  of
primitive Bulgarian princes, whose ages rivalled that
of Methuselah, and whose reigns averaged a century
apiece.    An ancient chronicler even purports to give
a complete list of these patriarchal  rulers.    One of
them, Kurt or Kuvrat, was sufficiently important to
be accepted as an ally by the Emperor  Heraclius,
and defeated the Avars who had besieged Constanti-
nople, and brought the Bulgarians under their yoke.
Upon his death, his five sons, according to a pictur-
esque  story, divided  his  substance  and  set out in
different directions, each accompanied by ;i band of
followers,   in   search  of  fame   and   fortune.      It  is
probable, however, that this division of the Bulgarian
stock  had taken  place much  earlier.     We read of
battles with the Bulgarians in the reign of Theocloric,
and they had doubtless made earlier incursions into
the Balkan Peninsula.    But it was not till the year
679, when Isparich, Kuvrat's son, was their chief, that
they crossed from Bessarabia and established them-
selves in the region 'south of the Danube.    At first
they were concentrated on the shore of the Black
Sea, in  the  Dubrudza,  and  at  Silistria,  all   places
where the Turkish element has ever since been the
strongest     Gradually their influence extended, but
while they conquered the country they were all the
time  being quietly vanquished  by  the  conquered.
They slowly adopted the customs and language of
the Slavs, who absorbed them, just as the Saxons
absorbed their Norman conquerors in England.    By
a curious compensation, the  Bulgarians  kept  their
name but lost their language, while the Slavs kept